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The polkadot tree frog {Hyla punctata) is

a common inhabitant of the largest

South American ecosystem, the
Amazon, and it is also found within the

borders of Venezuela. It dwells in both

primary and secondary humid forests

and is common in marshy areas along

river borders, lakes, and flooded
grasslands of lowland South America
from Venezuela and Trinidad south to

the Paraguayan Chaco, east of the

Andes mountains. This treefrog

becomes almost entirely red at night.

Their diet consists of small inver-

tebrates. Photo kindly provided by Gail

Shumway.

Background screen photograph (see in color on page 69): A
view of the inside of San Eusebio cloud forest, in the Venezuelan
Andes. Tree ferns and bromelids are characteristics. Venezuela,
Merida. Photo: Jaime E. Pefaur.

DEDICATION

This issue is dedicated to Maria, Ellizabeth, and Derick.

Scope: Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (ISSN: 1083-446X) [ARC] and the accompanying online edition (ISSN: 1525-9153) is a popularly accessible, peer-reviewed scientific journal of international

scope, which is devoted to the worldwide preservation and management of amphibian and reptilian diversity. Online edition: The full-text online edition is available to subscribers FREE-OF-CHARGE as

PDF (Portable Document Format) files through ingenta at: www.ingenta.com. The online edition may vary slightly from the print edition due to our reducing file sizes for efficient downloading over the Internet.

Some background screens (photographs) are removed which are deemed not essential to the content of the article(s). There is also some loss of clarity to photographs in reducing article file sizes to a minimum.
If clarity of photos is a problem, the print edition of the journal should be consulted. Audience: ARC is intended for a wide readership from nonprofessional to professional herpetologists. the general public,

and scientists. Frequency: ARC publishes two issues per year (semi-annually). Focus: ARC concentrates on publishing timely information in the form of feature articles, original papers and data, reviews,

reports, short communications, columns, commentaries, book reviews, editorials, and news and notes. Distribution: ARC is distributed worldwide by subscription as well as quality newsstands, bookstores,

and select vendors. Delivery is guaranteed. ARC is also available as pay-for-view full-text articles online with ingenta. Included and available online at ingenta are full abstracts and complete bibliographic

entries. Much of this same material plus more, such as FREE sample article(s). are available at the ARC website (www.herpetofauna. com). Publisher: Craig Hassapakis. Amphibian and Reptile Conservation.

2525 Iowa Avenue. Modesto. California 95358-9467, USA. Fax: (509) 695-8747; email: publisher@herpetofauna.com: website: www. herpetofaima.com. Postmaster: Please send change of address to ARC
eight weeks prior to move. Copyright: All contents copyright © 2000 Amphibian and Reptile Conservation. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system

or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise without prior permission. Photocopying: ARC authorizes photocopying for internal or persona)

use provided the appropriate fee is paid directly to the Copyright Clearance Center, Inc., 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers. Massachusetts 01923-4599. USA. Tel: (978) 750-8400: fax: (978) 750-4470: w

www.copyright.com: email: info@copyright.com . Communications: It is recommended that all correspondence be conducted via email: ARC@herpetofauna.com whenever possible. All other type-

correspondence should be directed to ARC using the contact information above under publisher. Subscriptions: All subscribers receive four consecutively distributed issues with a minimum of tv

per year. Categories: Subscription rate categories are individual United States (US)$20 and institutional $40 (includes postage). All subscriptions outside the US include $7 for shipping and handling to regular

subscription rate (non-US rate: individual $27 and institutional $47). Single Issue Purchase: Subscriptions to the journal are encouraged to reduce shipping costs and paper work but some may wish to purchase

single issues as they become available. The cost for single copies is US$5.95 plus two dollars shipping within the United States. Outside the US please inquire about shipping costs. Pay-for-view methoi

securing articles online is available through ingenta at www. ingenta. com. Article price charge is $8 except for larger titles, which increase in price. Further pricing information available at ingenta. Back
issues: Individual copies are available from the publisher for $12 each {Note: Volume 1. Number 1 is out-of-print). Facsimiles (photocopies) are available for $10 each once issues are out-of-print. Copies

of individual articles can be purchased for $8 each except for articles covering an entire issue and these sell for the regular single-issue price. Donations: Contributions for the journal are gladly accepted.

These specific resources are used to further the conservation of amphibians and reptileswith the goals of the journal. Categories include: Friends of ARC $40, Supporting $60, Contributing $100, Patron

$250, Sustaining $500. and Founder (includes lifetime subscription to ARC) $1,000. All other contributors, excluding Founders, receive four consecutively distributed issues. Payment: All journal orders

must be paid in US currency drawn on a US bank (credit card, check, or international money order). Credit card payment: Cards accepted are Visa. Mastercard, Discover, and American Express. Website:

www.herpetofauna.com. Production: Manufactured and printed in the United States of America using recycled paper (containing 10% post consumed fiber) and soy based inks.

© This paper meets the requirements ofANSI/NISO Z39.48-1 992 (Recomfirmed 1 997) [American National Standard for Permanence of Paper for Publications and Documents in Libraries and Archives]

indexed by: BiOSIS Previews (includes Biological Abstracts) [wwwMosis.or$
t
EBSCO Online (www-us.ebscocomonlme); ingenta (ww.mgenta.com); Maruzen Knowledgeworker («

Online Services {www.nwerva.at); Online Computer Library Center FirstSearch (wvwoclc.org/'firstscarch), RoweCom Information Quest (ww.eiq.L-om); Swetsnet Navigator (wwwswefsblackwelL

co.jp/home/home.htmTy, Minerva Electronic <v^L
): and Zoological Record (wwwbiosis.org). ^ j


